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SD CORN’S STRONG HISTORY OF PROVIDING 
VISIONARY LEADERSHIP FOR ETHANOL

Over the years, South Dakota Corn has worked with 
the American Coalition for Ethanol (ACE) and other 
ethanol organizations to support implementation of 
the federal Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) in a way  
that supports a growing market for corn farmers and  
biofuel producers. Likewise, SD Corn played an  
important role in supporting blender pumps and  
year-round availability of E15.

While the ethanol sector has suffered some setbacks 
related to demand destruction from COVID-19 and 
mismanagement of the RFS by the EPA, these  
challenges have not deterred SD Corn from  
having the vision and taking the initiative to support 
its members and ethanol producers by highlighting 
the role farmers play in helping reduce the lifecycle 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions of ethanol in existing 
and future clean fuel markets. 

Efforts are underway to pursue new technology- 
neutral, science-based clean fuel policies at the state 
and federal level that will ensure a growing market  
for low carbon ethanol even as overall petroleum  
use declines.

There are tremendous opportunities to increase the 
use of corn ethanol in the future through new clean 
fuel or low carbon markets. Today, corn ethanol  
reduces GHGs by approximately 50% compared to 
gasoline. Tomorrow, climate-smart farming practices, 

efficiencies at ethanol plants, and the capture and 
sequestration of biogenic CO2 from facilities puts 
ethanol on a trajectory to reach both net-zero and 
net-negative emissions, a trajectory that is unique 
to ethanol.

To help demonstrate how farmer-level practices such 
as conservation tillage and nutrient management can 
dramatically reduce the lifecycle GHG emissions of 
corn ethanol, SD Corn is part of a historic $7.5 million 
demonstration project awarded by the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS). In partnership with 
ACE, Dakota Ethanol, LLC, and South Dakota State 
University (SDSU), this project will provide payments 
to farmers to compensate conservation tillage and 
nutrient management practices that help reduce the 
carbon footprint of the ethanol produced by Dakota 
Ethanol. SDSU will work with the groups to measure 
and validate the benefits of these climate-smart 
farming practices and compare them to what existing 
soil carbon models suggest. The overall goal of the 
project will be to create a non-proprietary method 
for ethanol facilities and farmers to qualify for and 
receive maximum revenue from clean fuel markets.

This is but another example of the visionary role SD 
Corn has played in supporting a strong and growing 
ethanol industry.

South Dakota Corn has been a steadfast supporter of ethanol, from the early leadership provided  
to support feasibility studies and equity drives that led to the construction of many farmer-owned  
ethanol facilities in the state to partnering with organizations like the American Coalition for  
Ethanol (ACE) to promote the use of ethanol-blended fuel at the retail level across the nation. 
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U.S. red meat exports sustained  
a record pace through July  
2021 despite shipping and  
logistics challenges and  
COVID-19’s continual impact  
on global food service demand. 

From January through July, beef exports increased 
18% from a year ago, with value up 30% to $5.58 
billion. Compared to the pace established in 2018, the 
record year for U.S. beef exports, shipments were up 
6% in volume and 17% in value. Pork exports were 1% 
above last year’s record pace in volume while export 
value increased 8% to $5 billion.

Red meat exports are benefitting from industry  
commitment and sustained investment in  
international market development. South Dakota  
corn producers support the industry’s promotion of 
U.S. red meat in international markets by investing  
a portion of their checkoff dollars in market  

development programs conducted by the U.S. Meat 
Export Federation (USMEF). Corn checkoff funding is 
leveraged with support from the beef, pork and 
soybean checkoff programs and the USDA.

U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF) has 
commissioned independent studies to quantify the 
value that beef and pork exports deliver to corn 
producers in South Dakota. U.S. beef and pork exports 
utilized 27.3 million bushels of South Dakota-grown 
corn, which equated to $96 million. Red meat exports 
also contributed nearly $32 million to the value of 
South Dakota DDGS. Assuming an average yield 
of 162 bushels per acre, U.S. beef and pork exports 
contributed $66.42 per South Dakota corn acre.

South Korea has been a standout performer for U.S. 
beef in 2021, with exports poised to break the $2 
billion mark for the first time. Japan maintains its 
position as the largest market by volume for U.S. beef, 
and exports to Japan will also top $2 billion in 2021. 
This would mark the first time U.S. beef surpassed the 
$2 billion milestone in two markets. 

Beef exports to China posted impressive growth 
through July, with exports up about 1,000% from 

SD CORN PRODUCERS SUPPORT U.S.  
RED MEAT IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETS

a year ago in both volume and value, reaching 
$773 million. U.S. beef is now the primary supplier 
of grain-fed beef to China. U.S. beef exports are 
also rebounding in Latin America. 

China, including Hong Kong, remained the largest 
destination for U.S. pork through July, despite a 
22% decline in value to $1.23 billion. Demand for 
U.S. pork variety meat remains outstanding, though. 

Through July, pork variety meat exports to the  
region climbed 29% from a year ago, valued at  
$491 million.

From January through July, U.S. pork exports 
showed robust increases to Mexico, Japan, Central 
America, South America, the Philippines, South  
Korea and Dominican Republic, more than  
offsetting the export decline to China. 

27.3 million bushels x $3.52 per bushel

208,500 tons x $154.59 per ton DDGS

Market Value of Beef & Pork Exports

Projected 2021–2029 Market  
Value of Beef & Pork Exports

SOUTH DAKOTA CORN

SOUTH DAKOTA CORN

SOUTH DAKOTA DDGS

SOUTH DAKOTA DDGS

$96.1 MILLION

$848 MILLION

$277 MILLION

$32.2 MILLION

of South Dakota corn usage

at an average price of  
$3.52 per bushel

at a yield of 162 bushels/acre

Exports Contributed

Exports Contributed

Beef & Pork Exports Accounted For
27.3 MILLION BUSHELS

11.5% OF BUSHEL 
VALUE = $0.41

$66.42 PER SOUTH 
DAKOTA CORN ACRE

2020 EXPORTING SOUTH DAKOTA  
CORN THROUGH U.S. BEEF & PORK 

Beef Export Value
$309.75 PER HEAD

Fed Cattle Slaughtered

Pork Export Value
$58.65 PER HEAD 

Slaughtered

14.1%
OF U.S. BEEF
IS EXPORTED

29.3%
OF U.S. PORK
IS EXPORTED

$ $
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For more than a century,  
U.S. corn farmers have made 
great strides in improving 
their operations. 
The National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA) documented these  
advancements—and corn farmers’  
commitment to environmental, economic 
and social sustainability—with the release 
of its U.S. Corn Sustainability Goals and  
the first U.S. Corn Sustainability Report  
in June of this year. The report documents 
a long history of continuous improvement 
by U.S. corn farmers and the goals  
establish targets for further progress  
over the next decade. 

The release of both the report and the  
sustainability goals were the culmination  

of an 18-month, farmer-led process.  
NCGA formed a Corn Sustainability Advisory 
Group in 2019 to proactively drive the  
U.S. corn sustainability story and to ensure 
continued demand for the crop. Members 
of this group—primarily corn farmers from 
across the U.S.—were involved at every step 
of the process and made all decisions,  
including setting the sustainability goals. 

First, it’s important to recognize that corn 
farmers across the country have adopted 
practices for many years to defend against 
soil erosion, improve soil health, improve 
water quality and water use, and manage 
resources and nutrients through continuous 
improvements found in modern farming. 
Corn farmers’ commitment to these pillars 
of sustainability have paved the way for 
improvements in several key indicators  
over a span of several decades. 

THE NEXT  
CHAPTERS IN CORN’S  
SUSTAINABILITY 
STORY

¹ Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, 
2016. Environmental and Socioeconomic Indicators for 
Measuring Outcomes of On-Farm Agricultural Production 
in the United States (Third Edition)

U.S. CORN 
SUSTAINABILITY
GOALS BY 2030

Increase Land Use 
Efficiency 12%

Reduce Soil 
Erosion 13%

Increase Irrigation 
Water Use  
Efficiency 15%

Increase Energy  
Use Efficiency 13%

Reduce Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG)  
Emissions 13%

THE NEXT PHASE 
 
To complement this storied history was 
establishing targets for further, continuous 
sustainability progress. NCGA and its grower 
leaders began writing those next chapters on 
further advancement by setting five national 
efficiency goals.  

Over the next ten years, the farmer-leaders 
of NCGA will continue to evaluate progress 
against these goals, adjusting as needed if 
corn farmers are reaching the established 
targets before 2030. 

NCGA will continue to advocate for  
farmers and their ability to provide  
sustainable food, feed and fuel product to 
the world. This includes investing in research 
to improve technology offerings, advocating 
for programs that support the  
implementation of sustainable practices,  
ensuring that appropriate measures are  
in place to document environmental  
outcomes and sharing the accomplishments 
farmers have made in the past and their 
commitment to the future. 

LOOKING BACK: 1980 - 2015¹ 

• More corn is being produced on  
less land. The amount of land  
required to produce a bushel  
of corn decreased by 41%. 

• Per bushel, energy use decreased 
by 41% and greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions decreased by 31%. 

• Through adoption of practices that 
reduce soil erosion, farmers  
reduced soil loss per acre by 58%. 

• While only 14% of corn production is 
irrigated, those who do irrigate have 
decreased irrigation water use by 
46% per bushel.

TH
E 

N
EX

T 
C

H
A

PT
ER

S 
IN

 C
O

R
N

’S
 S

U
ST

A
IN

A
B

IL
IT

Y 
ST

O
RY

2
0

2
1 

A
N

N
U

A
L

 R
E

P
O

R
T



8 9

GROWINGON® -  Virtual
Like many events in late 2020, our GrowingOn educational seminar series 
was forced to an all virtual platform. The four-day series presented in  
conjunction with Farm Credit Services of America featured Dr. Steve Johnson 
of Iowa State University Extension speaking on crop marketing and Dr. Davis 
Kohl, Professor Emeritus at Virginia Tech, presenting on how to manage farm, 
business and personal life amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

SDCGA ANNUAL MEETING  -  Virtual
For the first time ever, the annual business meeting of the South Dakota 
Corn Growers Association was completely virtual. On December 8, SDCGA 
board members were joined by representatives from the SDCUC board for a 
2:00 pm meeting. They voted on 38 proposed resolutions, seven proposed 
amendments and three proposed deletions; all passed without dispute and 
were added to our book.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE  -  Virtual
When we had to cancel our annual conference in 2020 due to a  
snowstorm and then the pandemic, the goal was to make sure the 2021 
event carried on. Carry on it did. Despite hosting a completely virtual 
event, we had a great turnout for our educational sessions, including a 
weather overview, crop marketing workshop and water panel discussion.

RANDY RETIRES
After spending 10 years on staff, our senior writer Randy Hascall 
retired. We will miss his wit, guidance and, of course, all of his best 
practical jokes. Read Randy’s reflections on his time at SD Corn on 
page 23.

SHOWDOWN SERIES
Like most things this year, the South Dakota Showdown Series took on a 
new look. MIDCO Sports Network joined us as a presenting sponsor as the 
series kicked off in February due to COVID-19. The South Dakota State 
Jackrabbits took the trophy back to Brookings after beating the  
University of South Dakota Coyotes 13-10 in the long-awaited matchup.

COMMODITY CLASSIC  -  Virtual
This year, Commodity Classic also took to a virtual platform March 2-5. 
More than 50 educational and three executive roundtable discussions 
were available for farmers and industry professionals across the country 
to participate in, with a final keynote address from U.S. Secretary of  
Agriculture Tom Vilsack. 

AG DAY—WASHINGTON PAVILION
To kick off off the summer events season, the SD Corn staff and  
Maize-y the unicorn celebrated Ag Day at the Washington Pavilion in 
downtown Sioux Falls on June 5. The free event connects youngsters 
with our state’s No. 1 industry and features fun games and prizes for 
the whole family.

30TH ANNUAL CORN COB OPEN
The 30th annual Corn Cob Open went off without a hitch on June 10. 
Despite warmer than average temperatures, everyone had a blast.  
Over 40 teams competed to help us make this one of the most  
successful fundraisers for the SDCGA.

DUSTY JOHNSON ROUNDTABLE
SDCGA President Scott Stahl and Secretary/Treasurer Dave Ellens  
visited with U.S. Representative Dusty Johnson and SD Soybean  
representatives on June 7 in Valley Springs to discuss crucial ag  
topics for South Dakota. 

A RETURN TO IN-PERSON EVENTS 
Late spring to early summer saw the return of in-person events  
which included board meetings and a presentation about what  
our organization does. Board members also attended Corn Congress  
in New Orleans for the first in-person event with National Corn  
since the beginning of the pandemic.

SNAPSHOT OF EVENTS
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As president of the South Dakota Corn 
Growers Association (SDCGA), I am 
proud to say that our board is working 
hard for the best interest of farmers 
from across the state. Despite uncertain 
times, we at SDCGA remain committed 
to our state’s No. 1 industry. 

Spring of 2021 started out with great conditions 
for planting, but that quickly turned dry across the 
region. I farm with my dad and my uncle on our farm 
here in western McCook County, and we did receive 
timely rains in July. This allowed for a very nice corn 
crop, despite the dryness and heat we experienced 
earlier in our growing season.  

Heading into 2022, the moisture in our soil profile 
remains limited but we are working on taking the 
necessary steps to set up our farm for a successful 
2022 growing year. 

The uncertainty of the last few years have  
validated for me the need for strong risk  
mitigation tools along with diverse markets for the  
commodities we produce. I am proud to serve on 
the board of SDCGA as we are constantly striving to 
provide ways for producers across the state to have 
access to resources to meet their needs. 

As we begin 2022, I am very excited about the 
future with DaNita Murray at the helm of our  
organization. She grew up on a farm near Milbank 
and has the technical experience needed to help 
advance our industry by providing expertise on  
policy and finding ways to increase our corn grind 
all across the state. 

She is a strong leader and has a vast array of  
experience working with other ag organizations, 
policymakers and stakeholders in the corn industry, 
and I know she is excited to go to work for you day 
in and day out.

PROTECTING STEPPED-UP BASIS & KEEPING NO CAPITAL GAINS AT DEATH
One of the big topics up for discussion in Washington, D.C. since the beginning of the Biden  
Administration has been tax policy and what Congress will do surrounding their fiscal year 2022  
budget resolution. This is top-of-mind for our state’s corn producers and hardworking families who’ve 
oftentimes spent multiple generations building their businesses. 

Since the early spring, we have been closely monitoring the issue. As the SDCGA, we’re committed to 
working with our local, state and national leaders to protect this valuable estate planning tool for the 
nearly 49,000 farmers and ranchers across our state. We understand how hard our farm families work to 
keep their operations in the family, and we want to ensure that for generations to come it can stay that 
way for our great state and country. 

FIGHTING FOR HIGHER BLENDS
Although some of the corn grown here in South Dakota gets exported, most is utilized on the domestic 
front. One of the main value-added corn products made right here in the state is ethanol. With 16 plants 
across the state producing over a billion gallons of ethanol per year, SDCGA always has and will continue 
to be a champion for home-grown biofuels. 

This year was an uncertain one for the ethanol industry, however. As the liquid fuel market was  
returning to a new normal following increased demand when the world was starting to open back up, 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia tossed out the Trump-era ruling that eliminated 
the restriction of E15 use in some areas of the country between June 1 and September 15. 

We, as well as our national organization, Growth Energy, the Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) and the 
American Coalition for Ethanol are all committed to ensuring there is a future for low-carbon, high  
octane fuels available not only in South Dakota but across the nation.  There is still much more to be 
done to promote ethanol, and our organization will continue to advocate for it. 

STRONG MEMBERSHIP
I want to take a moment and give a special thank you to all our loyal members. We would not be able 
to do what our organization is committed to doing without you all—you are truly the backbone of this 
organization and give us clout in Pierre and Washington, D.C. And if you are not a member, I would  
encourage you to consider joining the organization. The larger our membership base, the more  
powerful our voice. 

I am so proud of our board of directors who volunteer their time, energy and ideas to our organization, 
and I want to take a moment to thank them for all they do in the interest of our state’s corn producers. 
As I continue to serve my term as president of the organization, I know we will keep working together 
with a common interest in mind, the commitment to South Dakota’s No. 1 industry: agriculture. 

Protect your ability to farm freely and profitably by becoming a member: SDCORN.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

SDCGA PRESIDENT

SCOTT
STAHL

SDCGA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Each year, our state’s lawmakers assemble in Pierre for a legislative session, and 
this year was no different. South Dakota’s legislators filed 283 bills in the House 
and 194 bills in the Senate for a total of 477 bills during the 96th legislative session. 

Below are some of the bills that the South Dakota Corn Growers Association followed closely 
throughout this spring’s session: 

In early February, it was  
announced that South Dakota 
would have a large sum of  
unexpected money—$125 million, 
with $50 million of excess  
budget and $71 million in CARES 
Act funds—for lawmakers to decide 
how to use throughout the state. 

The unprecedented amount of 
one-time dollars has allowed 
legislators the opportunity to put 
forward ideas that would make 
transformational investments in 
South Dakota, ranging from rural 
broadband investments (SB 34), to 
funding needs-based scholarships 
(SB 171), to a bioproducts facility at 
SDSU (HB 1210). 

HB 1140 
Restrict the entry of conservation officers onto certain private land without permission.

This is a repeal of the so-called “Open Fields” doctrine that would ban state Game,  
Fish and Parks officers from entering private lands. SB 49 

Revise property tax levies for school districts 
and to revise the state aid to general and  
special education formulas.

This is an annual general levy bill and the 
statewide levy for all classes will go down as 
mentioned in the bill, however, the numbers 
aren’t final yet.

The bill was signed by the speaker of the 
house and Senate president and delivered to 
the governor on March 11th.

THE 2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
PROVED TO BE A UNIQUE YEAR.

HB 1210 
Make an appropriation to the Board of Regents to provide grant funding for a new  
bioproducts facility at the research park in Brookings, and to declare an emergency.

Outlined in the bill, HB 1210 would provide state funding for a new research facility on the 
SDSU research park. Students and researchers would be able to utilize the facility to research 
new ways to develop South Dakota-grown products, such as corn and soy, into bioproducts.

The bill was signed by the Senate president and delivered to the governor on March 11.

Executive Order 
On the fifth day of legislative session, Gov. 
Noem submitted an executive order to merge 
the South Dakota Department of Agriculture 
with the Department of Natural Resources.

The executive order created the Department 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources, which 
took effect on April 19. 

HB 1240 
Make an appropriation for the redesign and renovation of the Berg Agricultural Hall on the 
campus of South Dakota State University, and declare an emergency.

Updating Berg Ag Hall is a top priority for the university. Agriculture steadily remains the top 
industry in South Dakota, which employs 33% of the state’s workforce. In order to bring in 
world-class research projects and provide opportunities for students that prepare them for  
a future in the agriculture industry, the facility needs a major facelift.

The House tabled the bill on February 25.

SDCGA MAKES AN 
IMPACT IN PIERRE
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The fall of 2020 kicked off with a drought, quite 
a stark contrast from planting in the spring of 
2020, with wet conditions across the area. Still, 
in the fall of 2021, we are dealing with drought 
conditions across most of the state. 

The spring started off with perfect planting  
conditions, but the drought took over very  
quickly, making this the year of haves and  
have nots for moisture. However, thanks to our  
wonderful technology and seed genetics, some 
of the crops out there look phenomenal for how 
little moisture many places have received. 

This year we are really missing our colleagues 
and friends as we deal with the continued 
COVID-19 pandemic across the world. We’re tired 
of making phone calls and jumping on Zoom 
calls, but things are finally looking up. We  
farmers are meeting our attorneys, CPAs, FSA  
officers and crop insurance agents in person, 
and although the convenience of signing  
contracts over email is nice, it is even better to 
interact with each other in person once again. 

As we begin to gather again, the South  
Dakota Corn Utilization (SDCUC) is heightening 
its focus on the advancement of agriculture in 
the state with a commitment to excellent,  
transparent leadership for the organization 
moving forward. Our commitment always  
has been and will remain developing and  
maintaining new and existing markets,  
promoting new uses and increasing profitability 
for all South Dakota corn producers.

RESEARCH COMMITMENT
A major pillar of focus for SDCUC is to encourage 
and support projects across the state that help 
benefit efficiency, profitability and sustainability 
on our farms. Research will always play a vital 
role in that goal and is a major reason why we 
partner with organizations on the state and 
national levels. 

In the fall of 2021, we were able to see the 
Raven Precision Agriculture Center open on the 
campus of South Dakota State University after 
many years of planning and construction. If you 
get a chance to check the center out for yourself, 
be sure to do so. It is truly amazing. The  
cutting-edge research that is accomplished 
there—all while acting as a facility to teach  
students from across the country and world 
about precision agriculture—is world-class. I am 
proud to be a Jackrabbit alumni and tout this 
pioneering program and center as the best in 
the nation, located right here in South Dakota. 

Other projects from this year include: 

• Partnerships with South Dakota Pheasants 
Forever on habitat conservation

• An investment in Every Acre Counts,  
a program that focuses on putting low- 
production or non-productive farm  
acres into better uses

• Optimizing and improving saline and  
sodic soil conditions

• Agronomy support projects with NRCS  
and SDSU

PROMOTION AND EDUCATION
A vital role of the SDCUC involves the  
promotion of and education about agriculture. 
And since many Americans are multiple  
generations removed from the farm, outreach  
is incredibly important to our mission. 

On behalf of the SDCUC, I’d like to share how 
excited we are to have launched a new podcast 
this year. The program is called Farming in the 
605 and focuses on a variety of topics important 
to the farming community. We have heard from 
a wide variety of farmers from across the state 
and even the nation that enjoy our podcast. We 
feel it is important to keep this content fresh 
and ongoing for our audience. 

Year after year, one of our most effective means 
to reach the consumer audience is through our 
digital and print advertisement campaigns. 
Breaking from the traditional “This Is Farming” 
messaging, we’ve launched a new campaign  
this year entitled, “It All Starts With A Seed.”  
This content focuses on delivering a message 
that there is much more to agriculture than  
traditional farming, yet it all links back to the 
seed that is being cultivated. Our campaigns  
are well-received year after year.

MARKET DEVELOPMENT
Another mission of the SDCUC is to facilitate the 
development of new markets for our corn, both 
within the U.S. and internationally. Not only  
are we committed to furthering the ethanol  
industry in the state, livestock development is  
another important factor supporting markets  
for our corn. 

Since more corn is grown in the state than can 
be used within our borders, we are proud to 
partner with organizations such as the U.S. 
Grains Council, the U.S. Meat Export Federation 
and the American Coalition for Ethanol to help 
advance uses for our corn and ensure a secure 
future for our crops. 

These are several examples of what is being 
accomplished in the state, country and across 
the world with the support of our corn checkoff 
program. This is the same program that helped 
launch the successful ethanol industry in  
our state. 

Each penny collected makes a difference, and 
the South Dakota Corn Utilization Council  
always has been and will continue to be a  
driving factor to advancing the agriculture  
industry within South Dakota. 

SDCUC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SDCUC PRESIDENT
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Jim Ristau, Director of Sustainability 

The SDCGA and SDCUC continue to lead  
policy and invest in the promotion of  
sustainable production practices across the 
state.  The vision of finding pathways toward 
more sustainable agriculture production 
practices—and making sure the science is 
there to back it up has been ongoing and  
is a direct result of South Dakota Corn’s  
leadership and investment in that effort.  

Our goal is to advocate for adoption of those 
practices which improve the carbon footprint 
of corn production, document its value in  
the sustainable production of livestock  
and biofuel, and ultimately bring that  
value to consumers.

The results of those investments are  
really paying off year after year.  Under a  
partnership with NRCS, SDCUC is funding 
research into production practices at South 
Dakota State University, such as showing how 
nitrogen management and efficiency can  
be improved with adoption of precision  
applications.  Results are indicating that 
greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced 
substantially by utilizing cover crops during 
certain times of the season.  This work is 
being conducted with some state-of-the-art 
equipment that SDCUC helped SDSU acquire.

Another part of this work includes a series  
of surveys conducted with SDSU’s sociology  
department to help gauge farmers’  
conceptualization and adoption of  
conservation practices. This work will  
help guide our future efforts to promote  
sustainable production in the state.

2021 Perceived Profit Change After Adopting Conservation Practices Survey

Conservation Tillage

Diversified Crop Rotation

Cover Crops

Intergrated Crop and  
Livestock Management 60.2%

51.5%

61.4%

42.8%

24.1%

29.6%

20.1%

33%

8.4%

7.1%

3.6%

11%

5%

5.5%

4.6%

6.6%

2.3%

6.4%

10.2%

6.6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Increased 5-10% Increased more than 10%

Reduced more than 10% Reduced 5-10% Little change (within 5%)

2021 Percent of Operated Land Under Conservation Practices Survey

No Tillage

Diversified Crop Rotation 
(3 or More Crops)

Cover Crops

Reduced Tillage  
(Strip-Till, Mulch-Till)

Intergrated Crop and  
Livestock Management

61-80% 81-100%1-20% 21-40% 41-60%

29.7%

17.1%

20.3%

22.3%

61.6%

19.4%

17.8%

14.2%

9.4%

52.4%

41.2%

21.7%

15%

39.3%

40%

11.7%

17.3%

18.2%

23.4%

3.1%

21.5%

36.8%

39.7%

32.1%

2.8%

System 
Resiliency

Yield

Crop Health

Nutrient Carbon

SOIL
BIOLOGY

Emergent Properties

SD CORN GROWERS  
HARNESS PRECISION AG TO 
FARM MORE EFFICIENTLY

Stacking Management Tactics

Cover Crop

Crop Diversity

Residue Retention

Reduced Inorganic Fertilzer

No-till Soil Management

South Dakota Corn continues to support Every 
Acre Counts, a program bringing precision  
analytics with profit-per-acre output to farmers 
all across the region.  Analysis has been  
conducted on over 40,000 acres of cropland 
thus far, and is providing participants with  
valuable insight into ways to improve their profit 
and production history and achieve valuable 
environmental outcomes at the same time.  This 
program is a great example of how farmers can 
get a lot of production value out  
of their own precision ag data.

SOIL HEALTH 

Soil health is a priority at SD Corn. We continue 
to support efforts to advance education and 
awareness of the biological community that  
is ultimately responsible for the nutrient  
availability for healthy crops—and how  
management of this community determines  
if we are building organic matter in our soils  
or losing it.  Improving soil health begins by  
understanding the soil health principles.
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After years of planning and preparation,  
the Raven Precision Agriculture Center  
on the campus of South Dakota State  
University has officially opened for the  
Fall 2021 semester.

“The world-class Raven Precision  
Agriculture Center is a very visible  
statement to the agricultural world that 
SDSU has assumed a leadership role in this 
field of science that will guide agriculture 
into the future,” said South Dakota  
Corn Endowed Dean of the College of  
Agriculture, Food and Environmental  
Sciences John Killefer. “The students  
graduating from our programs and the  
research conducted by our scientists will 
make tremendous impacts on agriculture 
within South Dakota, our region and  
beyond for many years to come.”

The project is a creative and collaborative 
effort among not only the university, but 
with commodity groups, private industries 
and the government. According to Killefer, it 
is this spirit of collaboration reflected in the 
design and function of the Raven Precision 
Agriculture Center that make this program 
and facility a true innovation ecosystem.

The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council is 
proud to be one of the primary investors in 
the project, which helps ensure the future  
of agriculture is bright in the state of  
South Dakota. 

“The South Dakota Corn Utilization Council 
is committed to investing in the future of 
the agriculture industry in the state,” said 
SDCUC President Grant Rix. “We are proud 
to support South Dakota State University 

RAVEN PRECISION AGRICULTURE 
CENTER OPEN FOR FALL 2021

“We are proud to  
support South 
Dakota State 
University and the  
Raven Precision  
Agriculture Center, 
which is an 
invaluable tool for  
generations to come.”
 
- SDCUC President Grant Rix

and the Raven Precision Agriculture  
Center, which is an invaluable tool for  
generations to come.”

The precision agriculture program  
currently has 83 students enrolled in the 
major and 57 students pursuing a precision 
agriculture minor. SDSU already had 36 
students graduate with this degree from 
the nation’s first Bachelor of Science  
program in Precision Agriculture.

This fall, the first phase of the project was 
completed with the opening of the new 
center. The Raven Precision Agriculture 
Center building is the first part of the  
project, in which approximately 500  
students studying agronomy, horticulture, 
plant science, precision agriculture,  
agricultural systems technology and  
agricultural and biosystems engineering 
take classes each day. The second phase  
of the project is kicking off in the winter  
of 2021 with $8.9 million of renovations  
to the first and second floors of Berg  
Agricultural Hall. The third floor has  
already been renovated. 
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“It’s been a blast but it’s 
time to move on.” 
In 2010, I was completing my 21st year at the 
Argus Leader, when someone mentioned that 
South Dakota Corn was advertising for a senior 
writer. At that point, the future of 
newspapering didn’t look the brightest, so I 
thought about it for a while and decided to 
put together a résumé for the first time in 
two decades. I figured SD Corn would hire 
a 25-year-old, but the job opening did say  
“senior” writer, so I applied. Lo and behold, 
they offered me the job (I wonder if I was the 
only applicant). Thank you, Lisa and Teddi for 
giving a 55-year-old farm boy this opportunity. 
I will be forever grateful. In this job, I was able 
to not only continue reporting, writing, editing 
and taking pictures, but much, much more. 
Within a couple of years, Heather joined the 
staff because Lisa and Teddi needed 
another person to help keep me in line. After 
Jesse Johnson left to take a job in Highmore, 
I was the only male left who they could pick 
on. (I’m joking, I was the one who picked on 
them). Lisa, Teddi, Heather and I have worked 

together for almost nine years. I’ve gotten to 
know their husbands and kids and parents. We 
shared every story there is to share. It’s unusual 
to have a staff together that long. We added 
Jim Ristau as a long-distance sustainability 
director 4+ years ago (time flies). Now, Julia 
and Brenda have jumped on board and will do 
a great job. I’ve also gotten to know a lot of 
board members over the years, and many wives 
and several children. I was able to visit a 
number of you on your farms, but had hoped 
to visit more. You board members have 
volunteered tons of time and energy to the 
cause and that’s impressive. Man, it’s been a 
great, enjoyable run. I’ve had a great deal of 
fun and learned a lot. This organization has 
a long list of accomplishments, and it was my 
privilege to work here. My one regret is that I 
couldn’t convince the staff not to use live fish 
to decorate tables at our annual banquet. I’m 
going to miss this place, but after 10 years 
with South Dakota Corn, it’s time to move on. 
I need to brush up on my grandparenting 
responsibilities. Good luck, thanks for 
everything, and I hope to see you around. 

– Randy Hascall

RANDY HASCALL IS RETIRED

REACHING MORE FARMERS WITH 
THE POWER OF A PODCAST

Technology is changing the way we all get  
information. And that certainly doesn’t stop when  
it comes to farmers and ranchers in South Dakota. 

In February 2021, South Dakota Corn embarked on a 
new journey of bringing farmers information to where 
they can hear it for themselves; right to their favorite 
streaming platforms. 

The podcast, Farming in the 605, is hosted by  
agriculture media personality Mike Pearson. It  
provides farmers across the region with information  
on a wide variety of topics and even features  
farmer roundtable discussions to keep you up to date 
on what’s going on with our state’s No. 1 industry.

“Being able to stay in contact with our state’s  
farmers is a top priority for our board and team at 
South Dakota Corn,” said Communications Director 
Julia Fulton. “Technology in the 21st Century is  
developing at a pace faster than ever, and we  
wanted to create multiple ways to communicate  
with our farmer and agribusiness audience that  
best suit their needs.”

The podcast plays on Spotify, Apple Podcasts,  
Google Podcasts and can be found on our website  
at sdcorn.org/605-podcast. Farming in the 605 also  
has a Twitter page (@farminginthe605) where fans 
and listeners can follow along and make suggestions 
for future topics for the show to cover. 

Some topics covered by Farming in the 605 include: 

• Ethanol
• Carbon and carbon credits
• Precision agriculture
• Commodity markets
• DANR merger
• Ag appreciation week

This podcast is fully funded through the promotion 
and education budget of the South Dakota Corn  
Utilization Council. 

FARMING IN THE 605 HOST

MIKE
PEARSON

R
A

N
D

Y
 H

A
S

C
A

L
L

 I
S

 R
E

T
IR

E
D

R
E

A
C

H
IN

G
 M

O
R

E
 F

A
R

M
E

R
S

 W
IT

H
 T

H
E

 P
O

W
E

R
 O

F
 A

 P
O

D
C

A
S

T



24 25

The main objective of South Dakota Corn’s This 
Is Farming initiative has long been to educate 
consumers and build greater trust across the 
state. With this in mind, our 2021-22 campaign—
It All Starts With A Seed—aims to reinforce the 
numerous ways all South Dakotans benefit from 
our state’s commitment to agriculture.

Our consumer research shows that themes like 
sustainability, economic opportunity and  
technological advancement are particularly 
important to a younger demographic. These 
concepts instill optimism within a new  
generation of students, employees, business 
leaders and policymakers.

The good news is our farmers are already  
participating in this narrative.

Producers in South Dakota are creating  
economic growth, high-paying jobs and new 
career possibilities for countless others across 
the state. We are incorporating practices that 
protect our water and soil so we can pass these 
resources on to our children and grandchildren. 
And we’re spurring advancements in technology 
that are changing the future of farming. 

It All Starts With A Seed unpacks these  
benefits for the average consumer and helps 
them see connections between farming and 
their everyday lives. What is precision ag? How 
does planting cover crops benefit the earth? 
Why is farming important to job growth and 
economic opportunity? We address these  
questions and more in this  
year’s campaign.

IT ALL STARTS WITH A SEED

To broaden the campaign’s appeal 
and accessibility for an increasingly 
young, urban and diverse audience, 
we incorporated bold, colorful  
artwork and a down-to-earth,  
conversational tone into the  
campaign. We’ve also built our TV 
and web commercials using fresh, 
playful animation to help  
communicate this expansive  
agricultural narrative to consumers.

Our campaign includes television, 
radio, print, digital and outdoor 
advertising, all of which direct 
consumers to thisisfarming.org 
to learn more about the countless 
ways farming benefits us all.
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SAVE THE DATE

Daytime Educational 
Sessions

Ted Seifried 
Marketing and Risk 
Management Seminar

Eric Sn  dgrass
Wild Side of 
Weather seminar

Matt Roberts
The Future of Fuel: 
Electrons vs Ethanol

January 22, 2022
Sioux Falls Convention Center

Evening Banquet
An evening filled with food and 
fun featuring a silent auction, 
presentation by Paul Mobley and 
music by Surf City All-Stars.

registration
$60  for South Dakota Corn Growers 

Association members

$120 for non-members

register today 
SDCorn.org/events or call
(605) 334-0100 by January 5
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CHECK-OFF FEES

REFUNDS

INTEREST – SD  
INVESTMENT COUNCIL  
AND CHECKING

TOTAL

$6,903,893

- $670,352

- $20,140

$6,213,401

NATIONAL PROGRAMS  
$1,122,500 

RESEARCH  
$705,000

SDCGA GRANTS  
$500,000

MARKET DEVELOPMENT  
$1,148,000

PROMOTION & EDUCATION  
$1,704,918

TOTAL INVESTMENT 

$5,180,418

SDCUC REVENUE STATEMENT

Strong, Sustained Membership Means “More”

CLOUT IN PIERRE AND WASHINGTON, D.C.

COMMUNICATION ON ISSUES THAT AFFECT FARMERS

ADVOCACY FOR OUR INDUSTRY

BECOME A MEMBER: SDCORN.ORG/MEMBERSHIP

More

More

More
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4712 South Technopolis Drive 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106

WE SUPPORT


